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Int roduct ion  

The h i s t o r i c a l  record of an anc ien t  region can be t raced archaeologica l ly  
by a r t i f a c t u a l ,  a r c h i v a l ,  l i n g u i s t i c ,  a r t i s t i c ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and ceramic 
records. I n  t h e  developments of t h e  p a s t  few years  a t ,  f o r  ins t ance ,  
T e l l  Mardikh i n  nor thern  Syr ia ,  a s i n g l e  resource ,  such a s  a grammatical 
element o r  mention of a fd re ign  r u l e r ,  can provide t h e  b a s i s  o r  a c l u e  f o r  
a new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  ma te r i a l .  The excavations a t  Terqa a r e  intended 
t o  incorpora te  a l l  manner of d a t a  i n t o  a r econs t ruc t ion  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
record of t h e  Mid-Euphrates region.  This a r t i c l e  provides a b r i e f  overview 
of the  r ecen t  archaeologica l  d i scover ie s ,  which, appl ied  t o  t h e  many f a c e t s  
of research  surrounding t h e  anc ien t  c i t y  of Terqa and its environs,  w i l l  
produce a s o l i d  understanding of a p a r t i c u l a r  region a t  var ious  c r u c i a l  
times i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of anc ien t  Syr ia .  Ongoing con t r ibu t ions  t o  t h i s  goal  
include p h i l o l o g i c a l  r e sea rch ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  involving onomastics and appl ied  
computer technology, s p h r a g i s t i c  (cyl inder  s e a l )  a n a l y s i s  by an encoded com- 
puter  d a t a  base, p a r t i c u l a r l y  of t h e  Old Babylonian and Khana per iods ,  
chronological  assessment of ceramic types,  p a r t l y  by atomic absorpt ion  
sourcing techniques, and a continuing development of an advanced methodology, 
e spec ia l ly  s t r a t i g r a p h i c  a n a l y s i s ,  aga in  applying computer technology. 

Associated p r o j e c t s  a l s o  inc lude  innovations i n  archaeologica l  equipment, 
tes ted  on-s i te  a t  Terqa, such a s  an instrument f o r  overhead a e r i a l  photography. 
Most r ecen t ly ,  an important orgspic  geochemical s tudy conducted on ancient  
samples of a s p h a l t  from Terqa / ~ a t u r q ,  Vol. 295, No. 5849 (Feb., 1982), 517- 
197 revealed s i g n i f i c a n t  contamination i n  Carbon 14 da tes .  The Terqa samples, 
well-documented s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y ,  gave c o n f l i c t i n g  C-14 da tes .  UCLA 
researchers  ( I n s t .  of Geophysics & Planetary  Physics)  v e r i f i e d  t h e  anc ien t  
contamination and a r e  now applying t h i s  s tudy t o  Carbon 14 samples from 
Jer icho and Jarmo, where l a t e r  d a t e s  may now be assessed,  and Near Eastern 
chronology revised .  

Such research ,  along with new d i scover ie s ,  w i l l  i n  t i m e  c r e a t e  a b e t t e r  
understanding of western Mesopotamia and, hence, t h e  e n t i r e  anc ien t  Near East- 
e rn  world. 

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

Terqa (modern T e l l  Ashara) is located  40 m i l e s  no r th  of anc ien t  Mari 
on t h e  Euphrates River ( P l a t e  1, Fig. l ) ,  t h e  con tac t  r o u t e  between northern 





Syr ia  and t r a d i t i o n a l  Mesopotamia, halfway between Akkad and Ebla. The 
recen t  d i scover ie s  i n  nor thern  Syr ia ,  e s p e c i a l l y  wi th  t h e  archaeologica l  
and a r c h i v a l  documentation of t h e  anc ien t  kingdom of Ebla ( T e l l  Mardikh), 
have revised  our conception of anc ien t  Mesopotamia. Now, w e  see t h e  
autonomous kingdoms of the  nor th  l inked c u l t u r a l l y  with those  of t h e  southern 
a l l u v i a l  p l a i n s ,  hence the  des ignat ion  "western Mesopotamia." Terqa on t h e  
Mid-Euphrates documents a  c r u c i a l  s t a t i o n  on t h i s  r o u t e  between West and 
East .  This anc ien t  c i t y  played many r o l e s  throughout s e v e r a l  mi l l enn ia ,  
serv ing a s  a  model of t h e  power f l u c t u a t i o n s  of Mesopotamian h i s t o r i c a l  
per iods  . 

Third millennium Terqa provides extens ive  evidence f o r  a  major urban 
se t t lement  a l ready i n  the  e a r l y  p a r t  of the  millennium. I n  f a c t ,  a  massive 
defens ive  wa l l  system ( P l a t e  2) is t h e  l a r g e s t  known from t h i s  Syro- 
Mesopotamian a rea .  This  c i t y  wa l l ,  inc luding towers, s a l l y  p o r t s  and moat 
(Fig. 2 ) ,  sugges ts  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of r i v a l r y  o r  dominance over Mari u n t i l  
perhaps t h e  second q u a r t e r  of t h e  t h i r d  millennium. 

With t h e  onse t  of t h e  second millennium, Terqa was a major province of 
the  Kingdom of Mari. Archaeological documentation a t  t h e  s i te  hopes t o  
c o r r e l a t e  t h e  extens ive  epigraphic  evidence a t  Mari wi th  s i m i l a r  d a t a  from 
Terqa t o  produce a record of the  i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h i s  admin i s t r a t ive  
region.  With Terqa a c t i n g  a s  a  subordinate  c i t y  of t h e  Kingdom of Mari, and 
y e t  s t i l l  an urban c e n t e r ,  excavations should produce enl ightening informa- 
t i o n  on the  h ierarchy wi th in  the  power s t r u c t u r e  and the  growth of l a r g e  
urban conf igura t ions .  

A t  t h i s  time, the  Terqa d i s t r i c t  a l s o  contained s e v e r a l  Amorite nomadic 
groups. Therefore,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the  c e n t r a l  government and the  
p a s t o r a l i s t s ,  i s  of prime importance i n  t h e  archaeologica l  research  of the  
e a r l y  second millennium a t  Terqa. 

With t h e  mid-second millennium, Terqa functioned a s  t h e  major power 
i n  t h e  a r e a  a f t e r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  Kingdom of Mari. Power is cen- 
t r a l i z e d  a s  t h e  Kingdom of Khana, wi th  Terqa most probably t h e  c a p i t a l .  
U n t i l  now, t h e  Khana period (1750-1500 B.C.) has  been regarded a s  a  gap i n  
Near Eas tern  (Old-Babylonian - Middle-Babylonian) h i s t o r y ,  and Terqa 
s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y  and ep ig raph ica l ly  f i l l s  t h a t  gap. Leading from t h i s  
research ,  o the r  h i s t o r i c a l  ques t ions ,  such a s  t h e  Kass i t e  and Hurrian r o l e s  
i n  the  Mid-Euphrates regions ,  may be answered. 

The f i r s t  millennium Terqa region sheds l i g h t  on poss ib le  nomadic 
occupation, a s  evidenced from mention i n  the  Assyrian Annals. Lack of 
s t r a t i g r a p h i c  evidence, even a f t e r  a  s u r f a c e  survey of the  e n t i r e  d i s t r i c t ,  
of f i r s t  millennium occupation suppor ts  the  theory of Terqa a s  a  nomadic 
cen te r ,  although an Aramaic b u r i a l  was discovered.  F i n a l l y ,  t o  round out  
the  h i s t o r i c a l  context ,  medieval (12th century)  Terqa shows extens ive  
Islamic occupation, poss ib ly  a s  a  c r a f t  cen te r .  

The Previous Seasons 



Plate 2. Third millennium city wall remains-Area B. 
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Fig. 2. Reconstruction of second and third millennium defensive 
system with moat. 



Excavations c a r r i e d  ou t  from 1976-1978, under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of D r .  
Georgio Bucce l l a t i  (UCLA) and D r .  Marilyn Kelly-Buccellat i  (Cal.  S t a t e  
Univ. Los Angeles), revealed t h e  presence of t h e  massive defens ive  system 
mentioned above (fourth-second m i l l . ) ,  a l a r g e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  ( t h i r d  m i l l . ) ,  
and a r e s i d e n t i a l  qua r t e r  (Khana per iod) ,  which included houses with rooms 
destroyed by f i r e ,  preserving an  a rch ive  and a pant ry  a rea .  The archive-  
s to rage  room yie lded i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i f a c t s  pe r t a in ing  t o  t h e  bus iness  t rans-  
a c t i o n s  of t h e  owner, inc luding many c o n t r a c t s  and a b e a u t i f u l ,  hemati te  
weight carved i n  t h e  shape of a duck ( P l a t e  3) .  On t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  pantry 
room, many s t o r a g e  v e s s e l s ,  g r inders ,  and p ieces  of f i n e  dinnerware were 
found. Of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  was a small  j a r  conta in ing carbonized c loves ,  
poss ib ly  t ranspor ted  from t h e  Moluccas ( P l a t e  4 ,  5 ) .  More d e t a i l e d  
accounts of these  excavation seasons can be  found i n  Terqa Prel iminary Reports. 
and Terqa F i n a l  Reports (Malibu, 1977-82), and R e i m e r ,  "Terqa," Near Eastern 
Archaeological Socie ty  B u l l e t i n ,  nos. 15-16 (1980). 

The F i f t h  and S ix th  Seasons 
C 

I n  1979, t h e  f i f t h  season of excavations a t  Terqa concentrated on t h r e e  
main excavation a r e a s ,  Areas C ,  D, E and H (Fig. 3 ) .  Area H ,  was excavated 
i n  hopes of c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  e a r l y  t h i r d  millennium o r  e a r l i e r  occupation l e v e l s .  
This sounding proved, i n  f a c t ,  t o  reach v i r g i n  s o i l .  The excavations i n  
Area E, loca ted  r i g h t  on t h e  edge of a c l i f f ,  where t h e  r i v e r  has c u t  t h e  
t e l l  ( P l a t e  6 ) ,  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  not  only  due t o  pos i t ion ,  bu t  a l s o  due t o  
the  deep medieval depos i t  over ly ing t h e  f i r s t  and second mi l lennia  s t r a t a .  
Nevertheless,  t h e  excavations h e r e  have been f r u i t f u l ,  producing evidence 
of monumental a r c h i t e c t u r e  and t h i c k  f l o o r s ,  even some of which a r e  paved. 
This l eads  us  t o  expect a pub l i c  bu i ld ing  i n  t h a t  q u a r t e r ,  perhaps an  
admin i s t r a t ive  cen te r .  Area C had t h e  most extens ive  opera t ions ,  involving 
excavation of a publ ic  bu i ld ing  ( see  below) and f u r t h e r  work on t h e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  q u a r t e r ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h e  house of Puzurum ( t h e  a r c h i v e  owner). 
Here, t h e  ind iv idua l  house excavation was completed by digging t h e  courtyard 
of t h e  house and a room ad jacen t  t o  t h e  a rch ive  room. A s  wi th  t h e  o the r  
rooms of t h i s  q u a r t e r ,  t hese  w e r e  destroyed by f i r e  and hence, well-preserved. 
Large amounts of burnt  roof ing  d e b r i s  were l y i n g  on t h e  occupation f l o o r  
of t h e  cour tyard ,  sometimes t o  a depth of one-half meter. I n  t h i s  d e b r i s ,  
many a r t i f a c t s  w e r e  found, p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l a r g e  amount of c l a y  b u l l a e  and 
tags .  These o b j e c t s  served t o  mark o r  s e a l  con ta ine r s  with t h e  owner's stamp 
(P la te  7 ) .  Some b u l l a e  w e r e  unmarked, except f o r  t h e  impression on t h e  
back of t h e  c l o t h  and s t r i n g  which had bound t h e  anc ien t  conta iner .  Also 
a t t e s t i n g  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t y  a r e a  of t h e  courtyard was a small  hea r th ,  formed 
t o  f i t  a cooking pot ,  an oven and a b in .  Perhaps most i n t e r e s t i n g ,  w e r e  
two cons t ruc t ion  techniques discovered he re  i n  t h e  course of excavation. 
The b i n  was formed by packed mud which contained an unbaked t a b l e t ,  obviously 
an inc lus ion  i n  t h e  c l ay  dug from elsewhere i n  t h e  anc ien t  town. Another 
baked c o n t r a c t  t e x t  had been dropped i n t o  t h e  b in .  Also t h e  outdoor 
courtyard wa l l s ,  al though p l a s t e r e d ,  had eroded by r a i n  dur ing  use  of the  
house. These had been repa i red  by mud, wi th  more t a b l e t  inc lus ions ,  and with 
rows of sherds  shor ing up t h e  packed mud. 
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Fig 3 .  Plan of t h e  t e l l ,  wi th  excavation u n i t s  marked. 





P l a t e  7 .  A modern r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  a n c i e n t  usage of c l a y  b u l l a e ,  r o l l e d  
wi th  c y l i n d e r  s e a l  impression. Here t h e  a n c i e n t  b u l l a  and second millennium 
j a r  a r e  c losed  and sea l ed  f o r  sale o r  t r a n s p o r t .  These a r e  compared wi th  a 
modern bag of goods, s ea l ed  wi th  a Syr ian  customs t ag .  

F ig .  4. Reconstruct ion 
of t h e  ceremonial rooms 
of t h e  Temple of Ninkarrak. 
Note columnar decor ,  benches, 
h e a r t h ,  arched door i n t o  
s e r v i c e  rooms and a l t a r  
of t h e  goddess. (Drawing 
by T. Seymour) 



I n  the  adjacent  room, a l a r g e  b in  served f o r  s to rage  and a door socket  
and threshold marked the  entrance off  the  courtyard. A small,  b e a u t i f u l l y  
inscr ibed t a b l e t  was found here ,  a  letter w r i t t e n  "To my brother."  Across 
a s t r e e t  from t h i s  r e s i d e n t i a l  quar te r ,  t h e  pub l ic  bui ld ing mentioned above 
was excavated through t h e  medieval Islamic period,  which consis ted  of a  
few res idences  and a l a r g e  number of s to rage  p i t s ,  causing a g r e a t  d e a l  of 
damage t o  t h e  underlying second millennium deposi t .  This bui ld ing l a t e r  
proved t o  conta in  t h e  ceremonial rooms of a  temple (Fig. 4) ,  which was ex- 
cavated i n  1979, and the  admin i s t ra t ive  o r  s e r v i c e  q u a r t e r  of t h i s  temple, 
excavated i n  1980 (see  below). F ina l ly ,  t h e  f i f t h  season closed wi th  d i s -  
covery of a  s a l l y  por t  i n  Area D. I n  an a r e a  which had previously revealed 
much about t h e  defens ive  wa l l ,  including a tower s t r u c t u r e ,  a  small  s c a l e  
excavation.was undertaken. Here, a s a l l y  p o r t ,  a  narrow passageway i n t o  
t h e  wa l l  s t r u c t u r e  was defined,  character ized by s tone  const ruct ion,  with 
an overhead l i n t e l  p iece  (Fig. 5). 

I n  Area F, previous work had begun on what proved t o  be a street and 
r e s i d e n t i a l  q u a r t e r  f r o d t h e  second millennium. This opera t ion was expanded, 
reveal ing a broad expanse of second millennium depos i t ,  with some s o r t  of 
publ ic  bui ld ing and much occupation, a s  evidenced by usage of f l o o r s .  A 
small  t a b l e t  was found here  i n  an anc ien t  street, r e l a t i n g  t o  the  'shakkanaku' 
period,  which may d a t e  t h i s  occupational  l e v e l  t o  t h e  Mari period,  r a t h e r  
than t h e  Rhana. 

The Temple of Ninkarrak - 

The f i f t h  and s i x t h  seasons brought t o  l i g h t  an  important bui ld ing - the  
temple s t r u c t u r e  mentioned above. This bent-axis s t r u c t u r e ,  cons i s t ing  of 
four ceremonial rooms and an admin i s t ra t ive  s e c t o r ,  was dedicated t o  t h e  
goddess of good h e a l t h  - Ninkarrak - a s  evidenced by s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s .  F i r s t ,  
eqigraphic evidence suppor ts  t h e  theory of t h e  goddess ( t h e  Akkadian 'Gula') 
with two f i n d s  of c lay  b u l l a e  r o l l e d  from t h e  same cyl inder  s e a l  and both 
found i n  context  wi th in  t h e  ceremonial en t ry  room. The inscr ibed sea l ing  
includes mention of a  personal  name with the  element "divine ~ i n k a r r a k . "  
The s e a l  i t s e l f  was perhaps one of s ign i f i cance ,  o r  an 'ant ique ' ,  a s  i t  
had been r e c u t  (note t h e  c u t  cuneiform s igns )  and decorated with granulat ions,  
probably of metal ( P l a t e  8 ) .  Second, a  small  t a b l e t  l i s t i n g  personal  
names was found on the  f l o o r  (Phase 111) before an  arched doorway. This 
list, possibly of o f f e r i n g s ,  names the  f i r s t  r e c i p i e n t  a s  t h e  goddess 
Ninkarrak, and second lists 'LUGAL' - king. This t a b l e t  was an important 
ob jec t ,  even during temple usage, as it had two per fo ra t ions  a t  the  top,  
possibly t o  hold w i r e s ,  from which t h e  list could be suspended f o r  reference.  
Third, a  small  bronze f i g u r i n e  of a  dog was found i n  t h e  c e l l a  ( a l t a r  room) 
of the  temple. A s  t h e  represen ta t ion  of t h e  goddess Ninkarrak is prec i se ly  
a dog, t h i s  s t a t u e t t e  may be an  i d o l  of the  benefact ress .  The seated  dog 
wore a c o l l a r  and was a f f ixed  t o  a sp ike  which could be inse r t ed  onto a base. 

The Ceremonial Rooms and Service  Quar te r  



Fig. 5. Sa l ly  p o r t  i n  the  
defensive wa l l  - Area D. 
Stone p o r t a l  f o r  passage i n t o  
c i t y  topped by l a r g e ,  s tone  
l i n t e l .  

P l a t e  8. Two c lay  b u l l a e  ( r i g h t )  r o l l e d  with the  same inscr ibed s e a l ,  
containing t h e  name 'Ninkarrak' .  The pe r fo ra t ions  a r e  the  marks of granulated 
decorat ions.  The t a b l e t  a t  l e f t  was found on t h e  f l o o r  before an arched 
doorway and lists t h e  goddess Ninkarrak a s  t h e  f i r s t  r e c i p i e n t  of what i s ,  
most l i k e l y ,  an o f fe r ing .  



Phases and St ra t igraphy:  Phase I11 - Early 

Both ceremonial and s e r v i c e  q u a r t e r s  of the  temple were reused and remodelled 
over success ive  genera t ions  during t h e  Khana period.  We have detec ted  
four  phases i n  t h e  cu r ren t  excavations - designated I - I V .  Some evidence 
of t h e  Phase I V  p lan  is j u s t  beginning t o  appear and is  marked on t h e  p lan  
(Fig. 6) by s o l i d  b lack,  where w e  see a rabbeted door and recessed columns. 
The more excavated e a r l y  phase p lan ,  Phase 111, is  marked by diagonal  l i n e s  
on Figure 6. To t h e  sou theas t ,  shown i n  lower r i g h t  of t h e  p lan ,  the  en t ry  
room (1) of t h e  temple is decorated on the  o u t s i d e  by round, semi-engaged 
columns, b u i l t  wi th  mold-made h a l f - c i r c u l a r  b r i cks .  This room and t h e  next 
room, t h e  l a r g e  courtyard ( 2 ) ,  a r e  approached through rabbeted doorways, 
s ign i fy ing  t h e  importance of t h e  chambers. The courtyard is a l s o  decorated 
on the  e x t e r i o r  by t h e  rounded columnar cons t ruc t ions ,  and i n s i d e ,  a hear th  
s tands  i n  t h e  cen te r  of the  ceremonial cour t .  Both t h e  en t ry  room and 
t h e  courtyard had low benches along t h e  wa l l s .  I n s i d e ,  t o  the  west,  t h e  
c e l l a  (3 )  with  i t s  l a r g e  a l t a r  f o r  t h e  s t a t u e  of t h e  goddess is  approached 
through another  rabbeted doorway, set o f f  on t h e  r i g h t  by more semi-engaged 
columns ( P l a t e  9 ) .  The a l t a r ,  rabbeted door and recessed columns w e r e  
p l a s t e red  and whitewashed. A subs id ia ry  room ( 4 - ' s a c r i s t y ' ) ,  ad jacent  t o  
the  c e l l a  served probably a s  a p r i e s t ' s  room. I n  these  two chambers, t h e  
Phase I11 m a t e r i a l  included s e v e r a l  t a b l e t s ,  some p r a c t i c e  mathematical 
t e x t s  and, i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  many blank t a b l e t s ,  suggest ing some s c r i b a l  
t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t y .  

The most spec tacu la r  of the  f i f t h  season was a l a r g e  cache of beads 
buried beneath t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  a l t a r  room. This hoard of nea r ly  7,000 
carved, semi-precious s tones ,  had been s tashed,  probably i n  a c l o t h  bag, i n  
a corner and represented  an  o f f e r i n g  t o  t h e  goddess Ninkarrak. The ind iv idua l  
d r i l l e d  beads w e r e  of ca rne l i an ,  aga te ,  l a p i s  l a z u l i ,  rock c r y s t a l ,  gypsum 
and hemati te  and included s e v e r a l  animal shapes, such a s  whimsical f r o g s ,  
a cow and a duck ( P l a t e  10) .  I n  add i t ion ,  s e v e r a l  scarabs  were found i n  the  
cache ( P l a t e  11) .  

A l l  t h e  rooms of t h e  ceremonial q u a r t e r  (rooms 1-4) i n  t h e  e a r l y  phase 
had a common occupation floor--a t h i c k  made, p las t e red  su r face .  This  same 
f l o o r  was t h e  i n i t i a l  use  su r face  of t h e  s e r v i c e  (rooms 5-11) quar t e r  during 
the  e a r l y  phase. Access t o  the  s e r v i c e  quar t e r  can be seen i n  Figure 6 
from t h e  courtyard through a doorway i n t o  a l a r g e  chamber (5) .  This doorway 
was unique, a s  it  was a b e a u t i f u l ,  corbel led  archway, which was discovered 
sea led  and bricked up i n  t h e  f i f t h  season, when t h e  courtyard of t h e  ceremonial 
s e c t i o n  was a l ready dug ( P l a t e  12).  

This l a r g e  chamber o f f  the  main temple courtyard may have served a s  an 
important a n c i l l a r y  room t o  t h e  ceremonial s e c t o r .  I n  i t  was discovered 
some b u i l t - i n  mud b r i c k  ' f u r n i t u r e ' .  Two square t a b l e s  s tood about 80 cm. 
high east of t h e  arched door. They w e r e  p l a s t e r e d ,  one with a s t e p  which 
connected t o  a narrow p a r t i t i o n  running i n t o  t h e  nor th  wal l .  This crea ted  
a small  alcove behind t h e  t a b l e s ,  and f l o o r  su r faces  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  indica ted  
l e s s  usage than over t h e  more a c c e s s i b l e  p a r t s  of t h i s  room ( P l a t e  13) .  
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P l a t e  12.  View of t h e  arched passageway from t h e  ceremonial rooms t o  t h e  
s e r v i c e  q u a r t e r .  Here, t h e  door is  viewed from t h e  temple cou r tya rd ,  
s t i l l  sea l ed  by t h e  b r i c k  packing. The n o r t h  arrow p o i n t s  t o  t h e  t a b l e t  
mentioned as bea r ing  t h e  name Ninkarrak. 

P l a t e  13. Viewing t h e  Temple of Ninkarrak from t h e  west.  The Euphrates 
i s  i n  t h e  r e a r  and t h e  l a r g e  chamber w i t h  t h e  t a b l e s  and a p a r t i t i o n  is 
i n  f r o n t  c e n t e r .  I n  t h i s  photo, t h e  ceremonial s e c t o r  i s  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  
t h e  s e r v i c e  q u a r t e r  w i th  o u t e r  rooms and c o r r i d o r  on t h e  l e f t .  



Other i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e s  included a l a r g e ,  covered v e s s e l  supported 
aga ins t  a gr inds tone  j u s t  ou t s ide  t h e  arched door. This j a r  was reused 
during t h e  e n t i r e  e a r l y  phase with s e v e r a l  success ive  f l o o r  build-ups 
( r i g h t  t o  i t s  r im).  An oven stood a g a i n s t . t h e  w e s t  wa l l ,  and a bench 
p a r t i a l l y  l imi ted  use  of t h e  archway during t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of Phase I11 
( P l a t e  14). 

From t h i s  room passage was e f fec ted  through a doorway i n t o  a smal l  
room (6) which showed many f l o o r  laminations,  s ign i fy ing  a c i r c u l a t i o n  
a rea .  A l a r g e  second millennium i n f a n t  b u r i a l  had a l l  bu t  destroyed t h i s  
room - i t  consis ted  of a l a r g e  v e s s e l  f o r  t h e  body and s e v e r a l  small  o f f e r i n g  
j a r s .  The western boundaries of t h i s  room of t h e  s e r v i c e  q u a r t e r  and t h e  
one adjacent  t o  i t ,  a r e  not  completely de l imi ted .  

The next  complete room (7) was preserved only i n  t h i s  e a r l y  phase. This 
room may have been used i n  some s o r t  of animal p repara t ion  con tex t ,  a s  a 
l a r g e  heap of sheep and goat  bones and s e v e r a l  bronze t o o l s  w e r e  found the re .  
Also, two t a b l e t s  with'envelopes w e r e  discovered here.  

One passed from t h i s  a r e a  v i a  a narrow c o r r i d o r  i n t o  a long room (8, 9) 
divided i n  t h i s  phase i n t o  two smal ler  chambers. Of i n t e r e s t  h e r e  was a 
l a r g e  gr inds tone  and a s tone  o f f e r i n g  v e s s e l  ( P l a t e  15).  Other common 
o f f e r i n g  v e s s e l s  found i n  t h e  temple a r e  smal l ,  f l a t ,  round, shal low d i shes  
( P l a t e  16). Two o t h e r  rooms completed t h e  s e r v i c e  q u a r t e r  of t h e  temple 
( 1 0  1 1  The smal ler  room (10) was l inked t o  t h e  l a r g e r  (11) and passage 
was e f f e c t e d  from both by means of door which l ed  ou t  onto a street. The 
aforementioned r e s i d e n t i a l  q u a r t e r  stood d i r e c t l y  ac ross  t h i s  street. 

Plan and S t ra t ig raphy  - Phase I1 and I, _Middle and Late- 

What is of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Phase I1 and I temple s t r u c t u r e  is  
an o v e r a l l  remodelling of t h e  e a r l y  Phase I bui ld ing.  Probably due t o  
crumbling wa l l s  and f l o o r  build-up (112 meter ) ,  t h e  s e r v i c e  and ceremonial 
s e c t o r s  were packed with a mud b r i c k  and d e b r i s  packing and some new wal l s  
w e r e  added. Bas ica l ly ,  however, t h e  same plan  was adhered t o ,  wi th  wa l l s  
b u i l t  o r  e levated  d i r e c t l y  on top of o r  next t o ,  pre-exis t ing  wal ls .  To 
b r ing  t h e  height  of t h e  new f l o o r s  up over t h e  foundations of t h e  newer 
wa l l s ,  and t o  l e v e l  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  t h e  tops  of t h e  e a r l y  wa l l s  w e r e  knocked 
down, t h e  mud b r i c k  rubble  f a l l i n g  more deeply from t h e  higher ceremonial 
room wal l s  i n t o  t h a t  s e c t o r .  I n  t h e  s e r v i c e  q u a r t e r ,  t h e  remaining b r i c k  
rubble  was supplemented by nea r ly  one meter of a green and red debr i s  l a y e r ,  
f u l l  of o b j e c t s  and sherds.  The temple f l o o r s  themselves had been l e f t  
f a i r l y  c lean ,  and t h e r e f o r e  r e l a t i v e l y  few o b j e c t s  were recovered. Af ter  
t h i s  rubble ,  packing from t h e  wa l l  d e s t r u c t i o n  was l e v e l l e d ,  new f l o o r s  
were b u i l t  and t h e  temple reused (Fig.  7) .  An oddi ty  was a l a r g e  elephant  
r i b  found i n  t h e  packing of t h e  s e r v i c e  q u a r t e r  (room 10) .  The blocking 
of t h e  arched doorway took p lace  a t  t h i s  time, when i t  was sea led  and 
p las te red  over,  be fo re  t h e  packing of t h e  room. 



P l a t e  14. The a n c i l l a r y  chamber i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  qua r t e r  during 
excavation. The two t a b l e s  and s t a t i o n a r y  v e s s e l  a r e  a t  cen te r .  
The arched passage, obs t ruc ted  by a  bench and damaged by p i t t i n g ,  
is  a t  t he  top.  The oven is  p a r t i a l l y  v i s i b l e  a t  t h e  f a r  r i g h t .  

P l a t e  15. Stone, t r i p o d i c  P l a t e  16. Shallow, ceramic o f f e r i n g  bowls. 
o f f e r i n g  bowl from t h e  
Temple of Ninkarrak. 





I n  Phase I, t h e  l a s t  phase w e  have evidence o f ,  some new wal l s  were added 
i n  t h e  ceremonial s e c t i o n  and a new f l o o r  a l s o .  The s e r v i c e  quar t e r  i n  
t h i s  period however, seems t o  have been l imi ted  t o  usage of j u s t  t h e  room 
off  t h e  main courtyard ( s ince  Phase I11 was without f u r n i t u r e )  and t h e  
westernmost rooms. We know t h i s  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  rubble  above t h e  Phase I1 
(Middle) occupation i n  t h e  rooms nea res t  t h e  street (8-11) was second 
millennium, not  medieval. I n  f a c t ,  t h i s  rubble  depos i t  shows abandonment 
of t h a t  por t ion  of t h e  s e r v i c e  a rea .  A b e a u t i f u l l y  made bronze saw with 
an a n t l e r  handle was found i n  t h i s  second millennium rubble  ( P l a t e  17). 

The Kings of Terqa 

From t h e  epigraphic  evidence, t h i r t e e n  kings a r e  named a t  Terqa. Some 
discrepancy between kings and f a t h e r s  of k ings  may be  p resen t ,  thereby 
reducing t h e  t o t a l .  W e  know, however, by c o r r e l a t i o n  wi th  a year  d a t e  of 
Samsuiluna, grandson of Hammurapi of Babylon, t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  known 
Terqa king,  Yadikh-abu; was defea ted  by him i n  Samsuiluna's 28th year .  W e  
reconst ruct ,  t he re fo re ,  a d a t e  of 1721 f o r  Yadikh-abu. Two o the r  kings 
a r e  Kash t i l i a sh  and Shunuhru-ammu, who may be dated a t  1690 and 1650 B.C.,  
respect ive ly .  These t h r e e  kings a r e  important t o  t h e  present  r e p o r t ,  a s  
they can be c o r r e l a t e d  s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y  wi th  t h e  temple and t h e  houses 
across  t h e  s t r e e t .  S t r a t i g r a p h i c  placement of dated t a b l e t s  i n  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
a rchives  and t h e  temple shows t h e  e a r l y ,  Phase 111, temple depos i t  t o  
a l i g n  wi th  t h e  r e i g n  of Kash t i l i a sh ,  while t h e  res idence  over laps  chrono- 
l o g i c a l l y  t h e  r e igns  of a l l  t h r e e  kings. Phase 11, t h e  middle occupation 
of t h e  Temple of Ninkarrak, corresponds t o  t h e  r e i g n  of Shunuhru-ammu of 
Terqa . 

Conclusion 

By f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  an h i s t o r i c a l  background, and determining, 
through excavation and o t h e r  research ,  where t h e  accumulated d a t a  w i l l  
apply, t h e  excavations a t  Terqa continue t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  reconstruc-  
t ion  of western Mesopotamia throughout s e v e r a l  mi l lennia .  On a smal ler  
sca le ,  t h e  d a t a  recorded and analyzed through va r ious  means during t h e  f i f t h  
and s i x t h  seasons have given a p i c t u r e  o f ,  among o t h e r s ,  a temple s t r u c t u r e .  
Such m a t e r i a l  w i l l  be  added t o  pas t  and f u t u r e  r e sea rch  t o  c r e a t e ,  on a 
grander s c a l e ,  a g r e a t e r  comprehension of anc ien t  Syr ia  and t h e  anc ien t  
Near East  a s  a whole. 
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THE SEVENTH SEASON, MAY-JUNE, 1982 

AN UPDATE ON TERQA 

Since t h e  w r i t i n g  of t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  some i n t e r e s t i n g  new m a t e r i a l  has 
come from our 7 th  season of excavations.  F i r s t ,  w e  have i n  Area F, two 
l a r g e ,  publ ic  bui ld ings  with s tone  pavings, th i ck ,  gypsum f l o o r s ,  s tone  b ins  
and huge s t o r a g e  j a r s  s tanding - i n  -. s i t u  over one meter high. The p r e c i s e  
na tu re  of these  bui ld ings  is not  c l e a r ,  al though w e  have, among about 15 
cuneiform t a b l e t s ,  a  le t ter  t o  Kibri-Dagan, t h e  famous governor of Terqa 
under Zimri-Lim of Mari. An insc r ibed ,  sea led  b u l l a  and another  dated 
t a b l e t  p lace  an  e a r l i e r  l e v e l  of t h e  same bui ld ing t o  t h e  r e i g n  of Shamshi- 
Adad. W e  t h e r e f o r e  a s s i g n  a d a t e  of t h e  e a r l y  18th  century B.C. t o  these  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  and t o  t h e  street and a l l e y  assoc ia ted  with them. 

I n  Area C,  f u r t h e r  work on t h e  Temple of Ninkarrak has added t o  t h e  
western s i d e  of t h e  s e ~ i c e  quar t e r  one l a r g e  room, and has  given us  t h e  
completion of another  the re .  Two bu i ld ings ,  probably of a  publ ic  na tu re ,  
have been p a r t i a l l y  excavated along t h e  c l i f f  edge. I n  these  two bui ld ings  
w e r e  found a b e a u t i f u l ,  ceremonial,  double axe with handle and a bronze sc imi ta r  
with an  i n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  goddess. Poss ib ly  dedica ted  a l s o  t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  
of Ninkarrak, these  s t r u c t u r e s  f a c e  t h e  temple a c r o s s  an  outdoor, open 
plaza a rea .  This p laza ,  o r  Akkadian scqum, was cha rac te r i zed  by a t h i c k ,  
green organic depos i t ion  f i l l e d  with sherd m a t e r i a l  which surrounds t h e  
western and southern  temple. I n  t h e  p laza ,  a  publ ic  trough o r  pool is 
b u i l t  i n t o  a w a l l  which may belong t o  t h e  e a r l y  temple p l a s e  a l s o .  The 
trough d r a i n s  towards t h e  w e s t  s l o p e  of t h e  t e l l ,  where w e  assume a c i t y  
g a t e  i n  t h e  massive defens ive  system and moat. W e  can imagine t h e  anc ien t  
Terqa r e s i d e n t s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  c i t y  from t h i s  southern  ga te ,  poss ib ly  t h e  
Mari ga te ,  and gather ing  near  t h e  temple i n  t h e  open market a rea .  W e  
began, i n  f a c t ,  a  c l e a r i n g  opera t ion  of t h e  c i t y  g a t e  a r e a  t h i s  season, and 
immediately a wide expanse of b r i c k  was revealed! This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 
t h e  c i t y  g a t e  must wai t  u n t i l  t h e  e igh th  season,  however. For now, w e  
a r e  pleased with t h e  success fu l  excavation of t h e  e n t i r e  southern  Khana 
period c i t y ,  wi th  t h e  temple q u a r t e r ,  and t h e  l i n k  wi th  t h e  e a r l i e r  period 
under Mari r u l e ,  i n  Area F. 
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

I n  t h e  1980 i s s u e  of t h e  B u l l e t i n  (Nos. 15-16) Stephen R e i m e r  reported 
on excavations a t  Terqa on t h e  Euphrates River,  g iv ing s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  1978 season of digging. I n  t h i s  i s s u e  Renata L igge t t  continues t h e  descrip-  
t i o n  of t h e  work a t  Terqa, covering t h e  1979 and 1980 seasons of excavation 
and adding a l a s t  minute update on t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  1982 season. (Ms 
L igge t t  is t h e  Ass i s t an t  Direc tor  of t h e  Terqa d ig . )  The reader  w i l l  apprec ia te  
t h e  abundance of p i c t u r e s  (12) and f i g u r e s  (7) ,  which he lp  t o  br ing  t h e  
s i te  t o  l i f e .  

The a r t i c l e  by John Lawrence e n t i t l e d  "Neo-Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian 
At t i tudes  Towards Foreigners and Their  Religion" r e v e a l s  numerous Old Testa- 
ment connections. For example, t h e  s e c t i o n  on Deportat ion and Resettlement 
he lps  t o  put  t h e  depor ta t ions  of t h e  nor thern  and southern kingdoms of 
I s r a e l  and Judah i n t o  t h e i r  proper h i s t o r i c a l  perspect ive .  It is a l s o  he lp fu l  
t o  know t h a t  Rab-shakeh ( I 1  Kings 18:17-37) was one of t h e  many o f f i c i a l s  i n  
t h e  Neo-Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian governmental bureaucracies.  

a 

C a l l  f o r  Volunteers 

Anyone who would l i k e  t o  read an i l l u s t r a t e d  paper on archaeology 
f o r  t h e  NEAS s e c t i o n a l  meetings a t  t h e  December 1982 Evangelical  Theological 
Society meetings is asked t o  contac t  D r .  W. Harold Mare. H i s  address  is 
Covenant Theological  Seminary, 12330 Conway Road, S t .  Louis, MO 63141. 
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