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There are countless sights which whirl throuph the eyes of memory as we
look back at Terga 7 -,

- the cuneiform tablets which cropped up daily, one at the time, for
the last couple of weeks, scattered throuph massive brickfall,

.»» and the peaceful river bark orn which we are poing to start socon
construction of our riew expedition houses

~ the arnxicus search for faint lires in the parched ground on the tell
which might clue us in to the stratigrachy below,

... and the lush preeri fouliage of the fruit gardens laden, at this
time of spring, with apricots and plums and finps and apples;

~ the mary tells we visited in the rnorth, all seeminply identical when
you keep your eyes fixed to the ground in search of tell-tale sherds,

.- and yet so different, seen among the wheat fields or next to the
turoucise blue of water poolis or hiddern amongst the tall trees.

The bright sun of Teraa has rever shore brighter: we have beenn working
aur way toward the Jurne solstice, when the light in the sky is sa fully
pervasive that it seems to acquire a mew tactile cuality. This was our
first Soring season, and we loved it. It was pood to weather the Spring
storms with their ploricus coloars, and to grow siaowly accustomed to  the
Summer heat - which is riow fully upon us. It was a good Spring season,
and it was a pood Teroa season.

Wwe dug ir twa areas of the tell. Ore, we krnew already. It is the Temple
of Nirnkarrak, which needed same architectural definition anc
clarification. This came, but it was hard wor: heavy modern ceposits lay
urexpectedly ripght on tap of badly damaged {ld Eabylonian walls. 0One
iittle sliver of arn 0id Babylomian flcor, raiced as a small island a
ccunle of feet wide in a sea of moderr dump, pave us a tablet fragment,
taurtingliy teiling us of what might have beeri there before *the ravapges
of moderrn prawth.

Acrass from the temple, we have a larpe buildinmg, which wmay alsc  be
conrnected with the temple of Ninkarrak: a curved dacper blade bears a
curneiform inscriotion which gives pernhaps the name of the poddess.
Fetweer the tempole and the ather building, an irregular cpern area which
is potentially mcst inmteresting: it seems to be a plaza, with a water
trcugnh in the middie, leading toward the city wall some 1@@ m. away ...
the city-wall or perhaps even the city pate. This was the sort of public
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soace where pecple woculd gather and discuss matters which pertained to
their cuarter of the city. Thus it is that the Akkadian wcrd for "door, "
babu, had come tc mean "city acuarter”: the gate, with the cpen area next
to it, was the focal pcint of the portion of the city which wused that
particular gate. Thus the gate was a psycho-urban, as well as an
architectural, dimension of the city. For now, we ornly have some slight
sugpestions of a city pate at this particular point of the massive Teraa
city wall: but the cpen plaza with its drainage leading in the direction
of the city-wall provides one of those workino hypotheses which captures
vividly the imagination and is mnot only a detached irntellectual
construct.

The second major area of excavation (for now labeled rather technically
as "F") revealed two large buildings, framed nrnicely by a street on aone
side arnd a narrcwer alley betweeri the twa of them. They have a tortured
architectural history —— guite interesting because it shows palpably how
these early urbanites coped with the problem of limited space withirn the
confines of the city everr at a time when the coverall populatiorn pressure
was much less than it is today. Yet here they were, trying to make the
mast use of narrow spaces, with odd corners, small rooms, tight
alleyways. Being closely hemmed in by each cother, almost living onm top
of each other -- was this alsa a psycho-urban reed of man from the
bepirming? Certainly, they liked the cloistered feeling of a bustling
town, and paid high prices for every sauare foot of it.

From the tablets strewn on top of the flocors, just beiow the brickfall
which laid underneath the higher strata, we canm ricw piece tocether a
fair slice of Teraa history -— some 20@ years, to be exact, if we
combine the eviderce from the two major areas of excavatiaon, that of the
Temple of Ninkarrak and of the rew building of this year in Prea F. It
is no small feat to piece together such seauernces from stratigraphic
bits and pieces. Here are the major building secuerces:

1802 SHAMSHI-ADDU : the icwer strata in Building C irn Area F cantain a
bulla with the riame (almost complete) of this kirng who ruled from
somewhere a few hundred kilometers toc the North, possibly at  the
site of Tell Leilan. Arncther tablet from the same context exhibits
a mornth name which was used only during the reiorn of this king.

1775 HKIEBRI-DAGAN : the next strata in Buildine R, alsc in area F,
contain a letter addressed to [Klibri-Dagarn, almost certainly the
gavernor of king Zimri-Lim, who was now ruling Tercga from Mari,
some 6@ kilometers to the South. Whether or rot Building "B can
be reriamed after Kibri-Dagan is tco scon to tell, but certainly we
have nere ancther captivating working hypothesis.

175@? ISI-SUMU-PEUM and YAPAH-SUMU-LABRUMI : after Mari fell under
Hammurapi of Rabylon, Teroca became independerit, the capital of its
owrn kKingdom. The first kings known bear rnames which have embedded
in them the name of the founder of Hammurapi's dynasty (Sumu-
Abum) : it is tempting to assume that they were ruling under the
orbit of Babylon, and were trying to please their coverliord by
usirng the name of his ancestocr. The top strata of the buildings in



1)

F seem to belong to this phase: whatever followed this, came to be
cbiitterated a long time aco ivn anticuity.

1721 VYADIKH-ABU : this is the next kriown kKino of the Terga line: he
fought Samsu-—-iluna of Habylorn, and by wicw Teraa had most likely
obtained full autocnomy and controlled all of the Middle Euphrates
and the Hhabur. Yadikh-fibu is kvnowrnn from the first strata in
Puzurum?!s house.

16927 KASHTILIASH : by now a new ethnic oroun was begivming to stiv in
Mesaopotamia—--the Kassites, whao will evertually take over the
throrne of BRabylorn. Kashtiliash is a typical rame borne by kirngs of
the HKassite dynasty: the Terca king by the same rname may nct have
beerr a Kassite himself, but may simply have paid oncmastic tribute
to a newly emerging powerful neighbor. Most of the buildirgs in
area C as exooased today are attributable to this kirng: the early
nhase of thne Temple of Ninkarrak, the building to the Scuth of it,
tne plaza betweer them and the house of Puzurum.

165@7 SHUNUHRU-AMM! : the middle buildirng ohase of the Temple is dated
to this king by a tablet found on the floor; several other tablets
mention this kino, but they were found unstratified before our
excavations.

16257 AMMI-MADAR : he is kriown only from unstratified tablets found
before cur excavatiorns: he can be placed chronclogically because
his titulary mentions Shunubru—ammu as being his father.

1622? ABI-LAMA : known only as the sorn of Ammi-Madar, but not documernted
as king.

272 Five other names of kings are known from unstratified Terga
tabiets, olus two rnames of individuals who are mentioned as being
the fathers of kings but do rot bear a rayal title. These we
cannct niace as yet in a chronclagical seguence—-but thern again,
cur wark at Terca is long from being finished. Orie interesting
naint: from circumstantial evidence it appears at the moment as
theoeugh the last krnowrn king of Terga bore the name "Hammurapi”:
interestinecly, the last kirnp of Ugarit alsa bore that name.

Crie major innovation of this seascn has beern the intrcduction of the
comouter for stratipraphic work in the field. The experiment has been a
total success, and we will from now on develon cur work mnocre and more
aiong these lines. Except for a few lopistic prablems (rottenm service
from American Airlines, some urevermess in the power supply here in
Ashara, and some mincr system bugs) we were able to write all cour
oroagrams andg enter a representative portion of the data. This rnewsletter
is beirp written on our field printer—-althounh the whaoie thrust of our
computing has been in comouting proper rather thanm text editing. Our
orograms deal entirely with stratiecraphic recording, and allow an
extremely flexible, highly cifferentiated anc practically instantarecus
contral on thousands of stratigraphic units (bricks and walls, Ffloors
arnd lerses, aobjects and sherds, etec.): their individual emplacement,
their reciporacal relationship, their depositicnal history are all
identified with minute precisiorn——and yet the vast mass of detail is
fully urnder control. Wher we rneed to find the rneedle in the haystack, we
find it—-—and with it every blade of hay, if we may stretch the metaphor.



We are the first archaeclogical expedition in Syria to use the computer,
and this has caused considerable interest; our main ambition, however,
is intellectual, namely, to develop a fully coperational system for in
depth stratigraphic control. As per our oripginal plans, this season we
ertered data from only twa sectors of the excavation, since we had
concurrent logistic and programming concerns to attend to: but this was
more than sufficient to give us a handle on the operation, which will
extend to the entire excavation rnext year.

Mario Liverani was with us apain this year; a veteran of 7 seasons of
excavation at Tell Mardikh, he has now joined the Teraa Expedition on a
full-fledged basis: the strategy of the project, and the implementation
in the field will bernefit immeasurably from his active presernce. It was
alsc pratifying to have four more veterarns of other foreign Syrian
expeditions work with us this season: Drs. Dolce and Gregori from Tell
Mardikh, and Drs. Bunnens and Robaert-Bunnens from Tell Karmas. Tcgether
with cur California staff we have worked very hard, and we feel at the
end the satisfaction of’leaving behind us a job well done. In this we
enjcyed the unfailing assistance of our Syrian friends, who went out of
their way to assist us in the many aspects of our work here: Dr. Afif
Berrassi, ready to exert all his influerce, especially in the
complicated ard delicate handling of customs matters, which took much of
our crganizational eneropy this seasoni Mr. Nassib Saliby, who spent many
arn haour with us in the Custom Hcouse, talkirng archaeoclogy inbetween one
form ana the nexts ;3 Mr. Munammad Muslim, who singiehandledly got our
cars rurmming againi arnd Mr. As'ad Mahmud who was the key instrument in
securing a spectacular piece of land right on the banks of the Euphrates
where we will build scon ocur new Exnediticnm House.

Tre rumble of war has come to us this year rot  Just  from reading the
past in the oroudnd, but from very present events. The Israeli cccupation
of Lebkanocn came as we were preparing for the final pericd of evaluation
and cocumentaticrn. Here we would like ta write aonly a positive footnote
on this sad event. The calm and dipnity with which the events were faced
arcurc ug left a profound impression orn us. It was durinpg this time that
the Goverrnor of the Province paid anm official visit to the Expedition:
cominn withn a proun of some 3@ officials, he wanted to make a point  of
his ard his country's friendship for us. It was a short visit because,
as he saicd tersely while takirng leave, "Fi harb bil-beled"” "There is war
in the iarnd." But it was a very meaninpful visit, 1ust at the time that
our workmers and rieighbers and friends were being recalled for military
service. Among all of them, rno rethoric, no hysteria, na eushoria; only
a simple, measured, strono dionity which makes us feel the safest in  a
courtry at war. It is a moral strength long to be reckoried with.
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